Organization and operation of a human breast milk bank.
Breast milk has replaced proprietary formulas as an important feeding for the premature and sick neonate. Over 30 milk banks have been established in the United States to provide breast milk to high-risk neonates. Planning a milk bank poses many problems as no uniform standards for quality control exist. A format for developing a breast milk bank and the protocol for donor screening, collection techniques, transport and storage of milk are presented. Rationale supporting each section of the protocol is also included.